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Stories of Change

Fosteing acceptance, espect, and success for and among. the youth of Monros County
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A quick report for administrators, parents, and supporters of MYCP
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Important Reminder! 
 July 18th Meeting
The Human Services Advisory Board will meet on July 18, 2006 at 9:00 A.M. in the meeting room of the Sheriff's Hangar at 10100 Overseas Highway, Marathon.  The Board will once again discuss and attempt to finalize its recommendations to the County Commission for FY 2007 funding.
 
 
MYCP Helps Keep It Clean
 

Coral Shores High School Leadership Student Kara Wiecjorek took her mission literally when she was told to create and implement a program for her individual leadership project that would meet a community need and/or impact the campus environment. 

 

MYCP District Prevention Coordinator, Michele Sutter contacted  Kate Lawless from the Florida Keys Area Health Education Center (FKAHEC) to introduce Kara to AHEC and their curriculum for personal hygiene targeted at kindergarteners and first graders. 

 

Lawless mentored Wiecjorek on the "Scrubba Bubba" lesson plans, video, and helped prepare presentations she would make at Plantation Key School, Key Largo School, and the Montessori Island Charter School. 

 

Learning tools included puppets, black lights, light-reactive materials, and professional display boards to show students how germs are spread.

 

This is the first time Monroe Youth Challenge Program (MYCP) and FKAHEC have partnered to train students as community educators. "We're very proud of Kara; students loved what she did. We hope to do more partnerships like this with AHEC," said Sutter. 

 

Both Sutter and AHEC Executive Director Michael Cunningham serve on the Monroe County School District's Coordinated School Health Advisory Committee (SHAC), whose purpose is to create environments at schools that are safe, mentally and physically healthy, and supportive. 
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Caring Hands Build Garden Gazebo In Memoriam
 

On May 22nd a new gazebo was dedicated at the Plantation Tropical Preserve and Children's Memorial Tree Garden on Plantation Key. Built by Coral Shores High School construction students, the project was part of a MYCP Leadership class project made possible by partnerships with the Islamorada Village Parks & Recreation Department, Florida Learn & Serve, several local businesses, and MYCP District Prevention Coordinator, Michele Sutter.
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This was one of three service learning projects that five young men in leadership class (with the help of fellow students and community members) took on as their class service projects. They did much of the planning for the building of the gazebo, all the digging, planting, and watering in the butterfly garden, as well as photographing and scrap-booking individual pages for each tree planted. The trees represent a family's lost son or daughter in this community. Thanks to: Tyler Burch, Nick Jackson, Jake Gray, Matthew O'Neill, and Adam Gibbs. 
 
Said an emotional Tyler, "We planted 70 plants, which is not easy in the Keys. We tried to create an environment where someone can come and reflect. All this work wasn't just to make a garden. It's to remember a loved one." Burch's mother died last year. His father, Lyn Burch, stood near as Tyler spoke at the gazebo dedication ceremony.

 

Children's Memorial Tree Gardens Inc. is a nonprofit 501 C 3 Corporation. It provides dedicated areas within municipal passive parks where parents who have lost a child may dedicate, close to home, a living tree with a plaque in memory of that child. Their tree, through its growth, symbolically represents that future lost.
 

 

 

Coming Next Issue:
· NEXT STEP sign ups! 
· Challenge Day 2006 details
 

Save The Dates!
Challenge Day 
Sept. 12-14th 
Next Step 
Sept. 15-17th
Watch for more details in the next issue! 
________________________
 
THANK YOU, VOLUNTEERS!
 

Nearly 100 students, parents, teachers, administrators and community members attended the first-ever "Circle of Change" Celebration and Awards Banquet which was held May 19th at Key Colony Inn. This wrapped up a banner year for MYCP, and with a new academic year on the horizon, many thanks are due to all volunteers that have contributed, and still contribute their time and efforts.

 

At the ceremony, Judy Greenman, MYCP's Founding Director, reflected on Challenge Day's inception, followed by a slide presentation of all major MYCP programs, and an array of community, staff, and student awards in recognition of their tireless altruism. Seven students, having logged over 100 valuable service hours, were presented the President's Volunteer Service Awards! (Tyler Burch, Xotchil Musser, Francine Swadley, Christa Boilini, Katie Greenman, Emmaleen Glinert, Sara Michael, and Noah Sutter)

 

The common theme of this program and others, is to "recognize the best in American spirit, and to encourage all Americans to improve their communities through volunteer service and civic participation," concluded Michele Sutter, District Prevention Coordinator.

 
 
Red Cross Honors MYCP Student
 

Marathon High School Sophomore Katie Greenman was flown to Washington, D.C. in May to be a guest speaker at the 2006 American Red Cross National Convention. 

 

Greenman is a student volunteer with Monroe Youth Challenge Program (MYCP) which regularly partners with the Red Cross for training, education, and service projects. 

 

MYCP was also instrumental in assisting with Greenman's video application sent to the Red Cross. She was one of two youth selected nationwide for this honor.
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 Monroe County Sheriff's Office 
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Sheriff Rick Roth
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