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Monroe County School District has so many talented students who are dedicated to making a difference in their community, which is why this issue has been devoted entirely to the students' essays. 
 
According to Sunny Booker, Chief Administrator of the program, "MYCP has provided opportunities for these students to realize their own strength and ability.  I am proud of the students in our leadership class at Coral Shores and of the incredible efforts made by Anjanette McGregor and MYCP Prevention Coordinator, Michele Sutter."   Enjoy!
 

'Hotel Rwanda' Impacts Students
 
For my leadership individual projects, I chose activities that would shine a light upon atrocities that have occurred, and are occurring, throughout the world. Having studied U.S. foreign policy at Princeton (this summer) I realized the power that the U.S. actually has and that with this power, if utilized positively, we could definitley make changes. I chose to spread awareness because without acknowledgement and understanding of a situation, nothing will be done to resolve it. By showing 'Hotel Rwanda' and having discussion and essays following it I was able to open students' eyes on genocide which happened less than a decade ago. Also, I was able to present the importance of IHL, [in order to promote] human dignity and respect. This set of laws portrays values honored by every human being, despite their ethnicity, religion, age, or gender. My mission statement is to assist others by promoting open mindedness. My mission is to make a change. This change can only be made through awareness.
-- Oceane Leguiset
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Paul Rusesabagina is a very amazing person! When the world closed its eyes, he opened his arms and created a place where hope could survive ... Paul had to have so much courage to try and save so many people when he put his own life at stake everyday for others. His life and the lives of his family were endangered and he still never gave up ... he would call the higher people he knew to get the UN involved and the people of Rwanda behind the rebel lines to the Red Cross camp. His determination  made him think of many ways the outside world could hear him; he had all the people in the hotel call everyone they knew get visas to leave Rwanda. He said, "We need to help one another, that is the only thing keeping us alive." He shamed them into getting help from the outside world. Paul Rusesabagina has an amazing amount of hope. Hope is what kept him going. Without it, 1,200 lives would have been lost ... what he did was a humanitarian act of a very passionate person.

-- Francine Swadley

 

After watching this roller coaster of a movie, I realized that Paul Rusesabagina had many traits to get through hardship. He was brave, fearful, and most important, loyal. Here are a few reasons why. When he and his family were threatened, he still found a way to calm the people who were trying to kill them ... (he) offered them money and beer, which for some reason seemed to be the answer to their problems. I once heard that fear is the basis of bravery and if it wasn't for his fear for the deaths of so many people, I don't think he would have been so courageous to step up and take charge of the situation. He also feared on a personal level because no one wants to see his family massacred in front of their very eyes; he felt it was his responsibility not to let fear become reality. Lastly ... he was a very loyal person. He gave his word to the people he was holding in the hotel that they would be safe and he would get them out of danger. Even when he had a chance to go with the UN and be free of this catastrophe, he decided to stay with the people and take care of them. 

--Garrett Pribyl

 
 

 
                               

First State Sponsors Coral Shores Leadership Lunch
 
First State Bank recently sponsored a luncheon at Coral Shores High School for leadership and history students. The luncheon was part of a leadership project organized by leadership student Monica Dixon for Black History Month. After hearing a speech by School District Safe School Coordinator Sunny Booker about the impact of leadership on black history, First State’s Patti Marshall and Theresa Forant served the students a lunch of homemade pork, meatloaf, beans, macaroni and cheese, pies and other assorted foods. 
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Meeting Paul Rusesabagina
 
The weekend of February 27th, 2006 I went with Michelle Sutter, from MYCP, to see Paul Rusesabagina speak at Eckerd College. If you are not aware of whom Paul Rusesabagina is, let me give you a little background. 

 

In 1918 Belgium went into Rwanda and segregated the population into two colonies; The Tootsie and the Hutu. This caused great tension in the country which finally came to a head in the 1990’s when Tootsie rebels assassinated the Hutu president causing the Hutu nation to massacre all Tootsies in the country. Paul Rusesabagina was the manager of a hotel and using his words as his weapon saved 1286 Tootsie Men, Women and Children.

 

Seeing this man in person was an experience that is difficult to describe. He looks like you’re everyday, regular man and if you saw him on the street you would never know that he had done this great thing; but he is different. He possesses an immense amount of determination, courage, intellect, and the art of molding words into a beautiful message. He saved lives, it’s that simple.  I think our media has numbed us to killing and death, so much that we see it as an everyday occurrence. But it’s not; it’s one of the most heinous crimes you can commit- to take someone's right to live. Paul Rusesabagina realized this and he protected this right by placing his family and his own life in danger, and I believe that makes him one of the greatest heroes of our time.

      -- Hannah Gray, SOS Team Member

 

 

 

Coming Next Issue:
· Upcoming Fall events 

· Student Awareness Day roundup 

· Violence Prevention Week activities 

· Sugarloaf Middle School Club happenings
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